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STOP GORING HYDRO 
This view and the ambiance of the weir area and its surroundings are now under serious threat. 

 

 

The first picture is easily recognised by residents and visitors alike as a defining view of the villages of Goring 
and Streatley located on each bank of the River Thames and linked by the weir. This view helps make Goring 
and Streatley such pleasant and desirable places to live. 

The second picture represents what the weir would look like if the hydro were installed. 

Goring and Streatley Community Energy Ltd were granted planning permission in March 2016 to construct a 
hydro-electric power generating plant on the weir. This will involve the installation of three Archimedes Screw 
generators, each 11.5 foot/3.5 metres in diameter, plus associated location works and a control room on the 
Lock Keeper’s island.    

The insignificant amount of power generated (maximum only 0.3MW) will be sold to the National Grid at an 
unstable price subsidised by you, the tax-payer. The scheme will provide NO electricity directly to Goring and 
Streatley homes or businesses. 

 

‘Before’ (current) view. See Footnote 1 

‘After’ (montage) view. See Footnote 2 



The Planning Committee of Goring Parish Council (GPC) unanimously rejected Planning Permission for this 
scheme at meetings heavily attended by many local residents who voiced strong objections to the scheme. 

Written representations were made by the public on the SODC website in respect of the scheme, with around 
90% opposed. Both the GPC and the objectors attacked the proposed scheme on grounds including:- 

1. Visual Impact: the big industrial screw generators and associated buildings are ugly and will disfigure the 
iconic view of the weir. Goring and Streatley are within two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
Conservation Areas and such an installation is totally inconsistent with both spirit and letter of this status. 

2. Noise: the operation of the screws and mechanical generating equipment produce a lot of noise, a noise 
that will differ significantly from the natural sound of water flowing over the weir. 

3. Enhanced Flood Risk: the area surrounding the weir is a known and serious flood risk zone. Adding 
equipment that involves obstructing the river, as well as the risks of clogging from large quantities of 
debris, combined with the impact of the planned Oxford Relief Scheme, will aggravate flood risk.  

4. Project Failure Risk – this installation will have a very long operating life, probably in excess of 40 years. If 
it should fail technically or financially at any time, who will bear responsibility and costs for removing this 
unsightly installation and reinstating the weir? 

The Hydro Project looks like ‘ALL PAIN and NO GAIN’ for the residents of Goring and Streatley who are not 
shareholders. 

Despite arguments supporting the objections and without sufficient consideration of planning policy affecting 
AONB and Conservation Area restrictions, SODC approved the application as it is deemed consistent with their 
policies of sustainability. 

Goring Parish Council, with strong public support, have courageously decided to fight this planning approval 
and, after taking legal advice, are pursuing the process of a Judicial Review in the High Court against SODC. 
High Court legal action is expensive, though measures will be taken to limit the financial exposure of GPC. 
However, such action may, depending on the eventual judgment, come at the expense of other existing 
projects the GPC want to pursue. 

“Stop Goring Hydro” is a small steering group of six locally resident volunteers strongly opposed to this 
project who intend to raise fighting funds, both to help mitigate the costs to the GPC of their legal fees and 
also to pursue a programme of other actions to stop this project proceeding and blighting our villages for 
years to come. For more information see www.stopgoringhydro.org 

“Stop Goring Hydro” wish to appeal to all concerned residents who are opposed to this project.  

Please help by donating funds using the attached form. We need help to raise in excess of £10,000 towards 
mitigating GPC’s legal costs to fight this and to implement other plans we have to try and stop this project 
proceeding. The extent of the response will also act as an important gauge of the feeling of the residents of 
Goring and Streatley towards this project. 

Your donation will remain confidential, but please ensure you complete your name and address as, in the 
event that funds raised significantly exceed the costs incurred, we undertake to refund the excess pro rata.  

Stop Goring Hydro Steering Group: David Beck, Mary Carr, Susan Carter, Peter Scott, Charlotte Turner, Anthea West 
 
(Accountants: James Burnett ACCA, of Mortimer Burnett, Goring) 
 
Footnote 1: The ‘Before’ view of the weir was taken by Ron Bridle with a 50mm fixed focal length lens to represent a ‘normal 
perspective’, as commonly used for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessments (LVIAs).   
Footnote 2: The graphic of the hydro-electric structure has been superimposed on to the ‘Before’ photograph to produce the ‘After’ 
photomontage. The graphic is a copy of the one used in the planning application montage and inserted at the same scale. 

 
 

www.stopgoringhydro.org

